REPORT TO THE EVENTING NSW COMMITTEE 

Junior Development Squads
The new initiative of providing training in the sport for juniors coming up the ranks in EA by concentrating on more than just the three disciplines kicked off in the autumn school holidays with four coaches, Peter Gillies (South), Karen Tinney (Sydney), Jenny Irvine-Brown (North) and Carlene Barton (west). Its success is due in no small way to these four people who embraced the project with such dedication. Their input and that of Tanya Morgan (South), Bronwyn Farr (North) and Charles Tym (West) who coordinated squads together with Andrea Webb (committee) who herself spent four days at the Silver Hills Sydney clinic was greatly appreciated. .
The content was enthusiastically embraced and the experiment can be deemed an outstanding success as it has not only empowered these junior riders with useful knowledge about the rules, care of their horses and individual responsibilities, but enabled them and their parents to establish strong friendships among their peers. Without exception the feedback has been positive with comments like “can’t we have a clinic every holidays”, phone calls from parents, emails from others:  the following is a sample of these:

	 
Carlene was excellent with the children and the format of studies was set up in such a way that the children came away wanting to learn more and more. The contents was very serious and of high importance, things that the children really need to know but it was delivered in a fun and interesting way, so that the children stayed attentive and felt free to asking question in relaxed and friendly environment.

We all got so much from the whole experience and are very proud to be a part of the squad …. (Karen’s) patience and all that (she) gave to both the kids and their parents was a fantastic experience to be a part of. It was also so nice to see my girls actually have fun with other kids at such an event when we usually sit in our truck watching DVDs, the big thumbs up from the Ryan girls, looking forward to the next one.



Three of the clinics were held at the beginning of the holidays (around Easter) and one at the end. We aimed for a total of 80 riders in the program and ended up with 77 which was pleasing. Those that were able to attend became foundation squad members and are to be presented with Squad saddle cloths which you will shortly see in cross country at NSW events. The sponsorships of Marsh Carney Saddlery (North), Global Entries Online (South), Northside Riding Club (Sydney) and Europa Saddlery, Berry helped us afford to provide these at minimal cost to the athletes.
Quite a few eligible athletes had family commitments and holidays planned and we are considering offering a parallel course starting in the first week in July in Sydney. This would not be in competition with the current West, North, South & Sydney groups where members gain points for their squad by completing an event with a quality performance.

On the west squad we took riders with minimum qualifications, members of Eventing NSW and EA with appropriate eventing experience. Squad saddle cloths will be handed out to members as they achieve a qualifying run at an Ev NSW event. For quite a few of these, Nyngan will be the beneficiary!
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